Endocarditis in hemodialysis patients with systemic disease.
The presence of systemic disease may further increase the risk of bacterial endocarditis in the patient on chronic hemodialysis. Three patients are described; one with primary amyloidosis, a second with insulin dependent diabetes mellitus, and a third with heroin nephropathy who developed S.B.E. While the presence of the uremic state may hinder the recognition of endocarditis, the development of transient neurologic deficits, recent access infections and recurrent bacteremic episodes should be looked for as early clues to the diagnosis in this patient population.